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At a Meeting of the Government of the MASSACHUSETTS CHARIT, ABLE 


FIRE SOCIETY, on Friday, May 31ft, 1799 = 


VOTED hat the Honorable Gzorct R. Minor, Rev. Mr. Jans 
FxeeMAN, and ARNOLD WELLES, jun. Eſq. be a Committee to wait on 
JOHN DAVIS, Eſq. to return him the thanks of the Government, for his 
Addreſs, delivercd before the Society this day ; and to requeſt of him a oa 


PY thereof for the Preſs, 
A true Copy, from the Government 5 Book of Votes, 


WILLIAM ALLINE, Rec, ey, 


8 . 
j 4 — * 
* ** . . . 
> o + - 1 4 
— 5 . » 


GENT. LEMEN, | ö 10. 


A RESPECTFUL regard for the laſtitution, which you ents | 
prompted me to attempt an unaccuſtomed duty. There is an alliance 
among the virtues; and Candour will be aſſociated Charity. | 

In this confidence, a copy of the Addreſs, delivery. berday before the 
e is ſubmitted to their diſpc ſ ll. 
Lam, Gentlemen, zn ĩ 
Very reſpeQfully, *.._ MY 
EO Your obedient Servant, 


June 1, 1799. | ok 23 — DAVIS, 
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Annual Addreſs, Bc. 


_ MR. PRESIDENT, 
AS GENTLEMEN OF THE SOCIETY, 


To live 3 to nf experience I” the 
things that happen around us, is, in the ethical lan- 
guage of antiquity, to live according to moral offi- 
ces. to live according to virtue. On this founda 
tion reſts your eſtimable Inſtitution. In attempt- 
ing a compliance with your flattering requeſt, you 
will excuſe ine, if I deviate, by tracing the reſults of 
teſpecting or difregarding this rule of conduct in 
the other concerns or improvements of life; and the 
candour of this reſpectable aſſembly will pardon 
occaſional aberrations from what might appear 
to b be the proper topic « of the day, 


In every age it has been found, that thoſe who 
by ſuperior vigour of mind, ſeemed deſtined for 
the guides and inſtructors of their fellow men, 
have been too much diſpoſed to ſubſtitute the ſig- 
ments of imagination to the ſure deductions which 
faithful obſervation might dictate. Yet by the 
method of experiment and induction, before tlie 
authority of a Bacon had eſtabliſhed it as a rule 


of ſcience, mankind had made aſtoniſhing ad- 
2 


. e bod; and a ſalutary, though fill doubtful light, 


* . \ 
A | 
1 * 


— 
vances from the rude infancy of Weit nature, and 
ſince thit luminous ra in the hiſtory of civilized 


man, it is the work of a life to become acquainted 


with all the means of his happineſs, and to digeſt 
a complete regiſter of his knowledge. | 


TIE globe, and . all that it inberit'. have hoe 
ſubmitted to his accurate . 


* "> 


Tus ſtormy Walle of Ocean, which ſceped del 3 
tined to beben the nations of the earth, has 1 the 


hehe intimate union Ant n Ken of ber 


Ph. 5 5 


By FLO be 5 5 3 
on of Manufactures, the means of ſuftenance and 
enjoyment have been multiplied, an encreaſed pop- 


ulation provided with ſapport, and N above 
the apprehenſion of want. a Nee 


Tux properties of Matter, and the Jaws which 


obtain in the animal, e and e world, 
have been aſcertained.” 1 1 „ ad 


Tur ceconomy of the Huai Frame i is well un; 


4 


is "hed | upon the gloomy courts of diſeaſe. = 


Fern, Air an] Water, and the more ſubtle 


8 agents, Light and Heat, have been fuccebfully ana- 


lyzed and diſcloſe to the indefatigable Chemiſt, the 
1 J f their conſtitution. | 
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Tar operations of the Human Mind have been 
ſtrictly inveſtigated, the laws of intellect determin- | 
ed, and the expanſive empire of thought n 1 
to diſcipline and controul. | 


Tu ſcience of Turiſpruderice, and of the va- 
rious moral relations of man to man, has been. ad- 
vanced; and the rules by which the intercourſe of 
nations, as well as of individuals ſhould be govern- 
ed, have been ſatisfactorily explained and enforced. 


. I addition to theſe advantages, the fair reſult 
of juſt experiment, and juſt deduction, the mild 
light of Chriſtianity has for near two thouſand years 
ſhone upon men, revealing a world beyond the 
grave. Millions of our race have ſucceſlive- 
17 yielded to its influence, mitigating the ſor- 


rows of life with tbe ſubPance of things boped for,” 
and regulating its duties and delights by © the evi- 
den ce of things not een.“ 


IN this pleaſing picture of our condition, ſome 
dark ſhades are mingled. That happineſs which is 
« our being*s end and aim,” is ſtill at a diſtance. In- 
toxicated with a contemplation of his endowments, 
and corrupted by his immenfe acquiſitions, man is 
till the ſlave of uneaſy paſſions, and new ſources of 
moral diſorder have ſprung from the very improve- 
ments which we have contemplated, 
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Har 4 century has now Yapſed, Gince an emi- 
nent eivilian obſerved and deplored the demorali- 
zing effects attending the modern advancements in 


ſcience and the arts of life; when © philoſophers, 


from opinion, and wits, for bread, publiſhed Athe- 
iſm,” and the ſcioliſts of the day, proud of their ſci- 
entific attainments, were fertile i in objections to pre- 
vent themſelves and others from believing any of 


the truths of religion. L.. 1 
| - 


the timid ſuggeſtions of a mind that could not riſe 
to the exalted ſpirit of the age, the tragic events of 
the laſt ten years muſt impreſs upon every ſerious 
obſerver. The political tempeſt that has afflicted 
a fair portion of Europe, and from F rance, its cor- 
rupt and turbulent ſource, ſheds its peculiar bor- 
rors on ſurrounding nations, is the fruit of an al- 
liance between a proud and pernicious philoſophy, 
.and the inſatiate paſſions of men. 


WI ſhould eſteem it a beneficent diſpoſal 
of the Great Ruler of the Univerſe, that before theſe 
Giant Ter errors had ariſen to agitate the world, our 


* 


His reflections, which perhaps v were e regarded as as 


revolution was accompliſhed. If it had been de- 


layed to the preſent period ; inſtead of that purity 
of principle, and correttneſs of conduct, by which it 
was diſtinguiſhed, it would have been mingled with 
vile affections and deſolating doQrine, nor could 
we have avoided that inſidious and overbearing in- 


- 9 
fluence, which would have ſu bjected us to French 


| controul, or involved us in fanguinary inteſtine 
commotions. | 


; Harri is ĩt t allo, that before this deſolating flood (fw 
we had prepared A political Ark, againſt which, we 
truſt, winds may blow and billows beat in vain.— 
Auſpicious was the pe riod of its commencement. 
From the peculiar ſituation of the European world; 
| we were left to effect an intereſting change of ſyl- 
tem without a mixture of foreign influence. The 
well adjuſted edifice was altogether contriyed and 


erected i in the temper and ſpirit and wiſdom of Ame- 


ricans. On their vigilance and fidelity depends i its 


preſervation. A ſyſtem which binds together a 
free and a virtuous people, which awakens their en- 
| ergies, directs and animates their exertions, eſtab- 
liſhes Juſtice, inſures domeſtic. tranquility, and 1s 
intended to ſecure the bleſſings of liberty to our- 


ſelves and our poſterity, will find an inveterate foe 


in a power that acknowledges no law but force, and 


affects an empire, not merely over the fortunes, but 


the opinions and em and feelings or the human 
race. 


Taz mighty miſchieſs flowing from this luſt of 
domination cannot be too frequently diſplayed ; 


too vigorouſly and inceſſantly repelled, When once 


it ſeizes a nation the pureſt among them do not e- 
ſcape the contagion, the wiſeſt partake of the frenzy. 
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_ © Our Anceſtors, (fays Ciexno) e Ca- 
« p of i its Magiſtracy, its Senate, its Counſel, in 
fine of every inſignia of authority, and left it no- 
e thing but an empty name: not from cruelty (for 


0 who more merciful then they) but from delibe- 


4 rate deſign, perceiving that if any veſtige of a city 
* remained it might be the means of giving exiſ- 
on: * tence to a Government, 5 (2 0 1 | 


Pau me to cite a paſſage From another e emi- 


—— + + 


nent Roman writer, by which it will appear how : 
this ſame ſpirit ext! nguiſhes | the feelings of humani- 


\ 9. „The inſupportable pride of the Bruercfays 
© he, or a defire to partake of their ſpoils or per- 


4. haps the favour of the Gods to our Empire, uni- 
* ted againſt them the neighbburing nations, who 


Co totally deſtroyed them. The Gods afforded us 


* the pleaſure of being ſpeRators of the combat.— 
<« More than 60% ooo men periſhed. Not by the 
et Roman arms, but what! is more magnificent as a 
1 ſpeQacle for our amuſement. If we cannot have 


* the love of foreign nations may v we at at leaſt enjoy 
"y their hatred of one another.” 


* 
„ V, — "Wy 


2 ROM what * exe: mans may you aſk did this 
ſentiment n Was it dictated by SYLLA, a 


Maxivs or a NRO 'No—It proceeds from the 


diſciple of QuinTILIAN, the friend of the youn- 
ger Pr IN v. the favorite of Tu A AJAR, the celebrated 
Conxrivs Tacrrvs, (3) N 


11 


> * 5 — 
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A French tranſlator of his works, not one of 


the modern ſchool, chaſtiſes with due ſeverity, 
the ſavage maxims of the Roman Republic, which 
_ conſidered the human race as ſo many vile animals 
born to be the ſport and the victims of the King 
People of the univerſe. Little did he imagine that 
the poliſhed nation, of which he was a member, was 
ſo ſoon to aſſume the ferocious temper, which he 
reprobates. It is a diſpoſition of no recent date, 
| though now more completely developed. France 
has long been accuſtomed to regard herſelf as a 
power to whoſe elevation and grandeur the happi- 
neſs of- other nations was to be ſubſervient. A me- 
moir of M. Toncor, has atly ſeen the light, upon 
the 1 manner in which France and Spain ought to re- 
gard the rupture between Great Britain and her Co- 
lonies. And it muſt be intereſting to Americans to 
perceive with what perfect indifference to their feli- 
city this celebrated political phi loſopher ſpeculated 
upon their condition at. Od ae period « of our 
ab „ 
Ir appears to. me, . he, that the moſt de- 
6 « firable event for the two Crowns is, that En- 
'ec * gland ſhould overcome the reſiſtance of the Colo- 
e nies, and force them to ſubmit to her yoke : For 
* if they ſhould not be ſubdued but by the deſtruc- 
tion of all their reſources, England would loſe the 
60 advantages which ſhe has hitherto drawn · from 
80 * them i in peace, by the increaſe of her commerce, 


12 | | 
*.in war by the employment of their ſtrength. 
te on the contrary, the conquered Colonies — 
« * preſerve their wealth and population, they ould 
* retain their courage and deſire of as dependence, 
& and would compel England to employ a part of 


c her- ſtrength to prevent them from another re · 


cc volt. 99 (4). 


Ears is the fame philoſopher 5 in a letter ta 


| his friend Dr. PRicx, found it 5 impoſſible to re- 


« ſrain from fervent wiſbes that this people might 
tc arrive at all the Pi of; We it is ſuſcep- 
« tible.” = 


To the plauſible profeſlions and adi proſ- 
peſts which have been abundantly propoſed to an 
infant people, we have learned to oppoſe a ſpirit 
which theſe philoſophers - on other. occaſions. fo 
ftrongly recommend —a ſpirit of doubt. IE 


Tux world has been amuſed, and agitated by 
the deluſive hopes that have been excited of human 
perfeQability. When the Sun, to uſe the language 
of Connoxcer;ſhall obſerve in its courſe nations ac- 
knowledging uo other maſter Iban their own reaſon, 
when there ſhall be no imperious privations—no re- 


ſerves impoſed by the fears of ſhame or religious ter- 


ror : when half an hour's daily labour. ſhall ſuffice for 
the ſupport of man, and when by the progreſs of the 
ſanative art, holding equal pace with the progreſs of 


reaſon and the ſocial order, there [ball be an ameliora- 


13 


lion inthe natural faculties themſelves, and there ſhalt 


be no Mg nalle limit between: the birth of man and bis 


dereafe ; but à lerraſtial immortality, ſball be the re- 
ward of bis intellectual exertions and acquirements. (6) 
To tlris delectable conſummation there are no ſmall 
impediments. Manners. muſt be changed; a neu 
morality muſt he adopted. The laws. regulating 
property muſt be ſubverted : connubſal fidelity, 
filial reverence, and magiſterial authority muſt be 
diſregarded. And after theſe liberal compliments 
to the ſyſtem, it is not expected by its apoſtles, that 
there will any ſerious difficulty in procuring a ſur- 
render of aur religion. 


Ir would he endleſs to inveſtigate this various 


means by which a ſyſtem ſo bold and ſo novel has 


commanded the aſtoniſhing ſucceſs with which it 

has been attended. Among the moſt influential 
are the profeſſions of benevolence and of regard to 
the happineſs of mankind, But the miſeries it has 


inflicted, the blood and | tears which. are the con- 


ſtant attendants of | its progreſs, ought to convince 
us of the futility of its pretences, and to teach us 
the propriety of direQing our benevolence within 
the limits of practical good, and of clear and obvi- 
ous utility. _ 


« It is always found, ſays a profound e 


rer into human nature, that a warm regard for the 


intereſts of our ſpecies, is attended with a delicate 


J 


—— — 
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feeling for all moral diſtiuctions, By this teſt we 
fhall know how to eſtimate this new faſhioned bene- 
volence, that profeſſes an -ardent love to the whole 
race of man, without tenderneſs or affection for a- 
ny individual; and whoſe operations have been ac- 
companied by a violation of all the principles by 
which mankind have heretofore been 3 


IN the happy country which we inhabit, we 
find from its earlieſt hiſtory principles of polity 


and rules of conduct have prevailed, that give it 
an honorable rank among the nations, and to which 


its unexampled growth and proſperity muſt in a 
great degree be aſcribed. -In its infant condition, a 


fober regard to the happineſs of men through the 
whole of their exiſtence, diſtinguiſhed its illuſtri- 
ous founders. T heir ſcrupulous care to render ſa- 
tisfaction for a ſcanty portion of; grain which the 
erratic Savage had left buried in the ſand, manifeſts 
their delicate regard, to juſtice. And when, with our 
excellent and lamented Biographer, we follow a 
WinsLow travelling. thro' the wilderneſs to viſit 
and relieve the ſick Sachem, Mass asso r, (7) we 
behold an amiable example of that mercy, which 5 
“ droppeth as the gentle dew from Heaven. - 


Tur reſpect to the great principles of right, 
which diſtinguiſhed our provincial eſtabliſhments, 
forms a prominent a and honorable feature 1 in the ad- 


* David Hue, 


: 15 ; 
miniſtration of our national affairs under the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of government. Faithful to our- 
ſelves,” "aid the revered. Wasnixorox, ee have 


violated no obligation toothers.” * Fe N 


IN this pure and, magnanimous policy, we 
ſhould. feel an honeſt pride, and may indulge a 
conſoling belief of the profperity and permanency 
of a ſtate that exhibits ſo fair an example of r 
ine wiſdom and ſound political . it 

Guilt toils for gain at honor vaſt erpen ten, 
« Heaven throws the trifle into innocence „ „ 7 


4199 
« And fixes happinch i in Hell's deſpite, 5, th 
3 The neceflary conſequence « of right. e 2 


* 


ALL that. government is celedlated)? to afford we 
may juſtly expect from that ſyſtem under which we 
have the happineſs to live, if we continue faithfully 
to maintain and defend i it. But a great portion of 
muſt te on n individual o or 1 ** attentions that 5 
are not the immediate objects of political concern. 


Man i is the! greateſt enemy or greateſt friend of 
man. Whilſt in ſome countries he appears to be 
acting only in the former character, it is grateful 
here to obſerve him more obedient to thoſe kind 
affections, which Heaven has implanted in his bo- 
lom. Miſery has always exiſted in the world; but 
it has not always called forth the exerciſe of 
mercy. The virtues founded on humanity are in- 
deed greatly promoted by civilization z but they 


/ 
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4e fore that period (ſays a correct writer) it does not 


40 rity exiſted in the world. 1 5 ap 


„ dehognnanin ads of Private beneficence, as 
wall as the philanthropic- inflitations which adorn 


dur commonwealth, bear honorable teſtimony that 


tiſhed, and that there exiſt many Exalted minds 
who are ready to di tribute, willing "Wy communicate; 
and who delight to conſider the poor. 


Or this deſcription is the telpekkable, tho in- 
fant aſſociation, which this day irvites our attention 
0 the rivediples. of its inſtitution. | 


= T 16 che Honotable characteriſtic, 4nd in one of 


of man, that be refle?s on what he hebolds. (8) Thoſe 
who have united in this laudable inſtitution, con- 
templating with juſt ſenſibility, the frequent and af- 
| flicting misfortunes occaſioned by Fixx, have made 
it the expreſs object of their conſtitution, to re- 
« lieve ſuch of the inhabitants of this common- 
wealth as may unfortunately ſuffer hy that. cala- 
* mity, to reward the induſtry and ingenuity of 
* thofe who may invent uſeful machines for extin- 


* exertions in time of fuch calunky, # or make ſuch 
} PALEY. AD | 


are more peculiarly the effect of chriſtiatity. Be- 


appear that an infirmary, Holpit odd or prbblic cha- | 


volent affections are cultivated and che- 


the ancient languages it is implied i in the very name : 


e guiſſing fire: or make extraordinary perſonal 


ö . 
IF £5 


— 


© diſcoveries for preventing. its cy aſtation-as ſhall be 
f, thought worthy of their. patronage,” ener 5: . 


Sen am institution is bighly ho norable to its 
founders, and to all who are mütually engaged for 
its ſupport.” K cannot fail 1 enjoy the public pa- 
tronage ſo long as men fall continue to dwell in 
towns and cities, and domeſtic tonvenienee,” com- 
fort and ſecurity, ſhall be favorite obfeete of vegard: 


| Sous of the objects of this ſociety haye. "long, 


engaged he attention of i ingenious and public ſpi- 
rited men, in different paris of the ww -orld, 


Monk than fifty years ago the OF Pe 
offered a premium of 20. 00 crowns. for the beſt 
method of ſtopping the progreſs of accidental fires. | 
Several ingenious conti ivances were, in conſe- 
quence, propoſed to the publi c, but have fallen into 
oblivion. The contrivance of a water bomb, to be 
exploded by, gun powder, and by which water was 
to be diſperſed i in exery direction, excited for ſome 
time the public attention: hüt it was found that 
it could TOY be ſerviceablerin ae beginning of 


fires, a as.- 05 22 1225 > BY wr 


F e e TO have be n many 
methods propoſed. Thoſe ſuggeſted by Hax TIER 
and MAHzC q, for a time obtained approbation ; but 
whether:from:the expence of carry ing them into ex- 
ecution, or from ſome other cauſe, they have never 
com into 2 uſe, [10] 


ſcarcely hope to realize, 


Bagh ME 1x diſtreſſing fires. which; vichin a few years 


have afflicted the city of Copenhagen, have 


9 ee 0 the propoſal of premiums in that coun- 
try for the moſt effectual expedients to prevent ſi- 
milar devaſtations. An intereſting memoir has ap- 


peared; a review of which only has reached us.— 
Among many uſeful expedients, the writer recom- 
mends the uſe of a compoſition, calculated to reſiſt 


fire,vith which the wooden parts of buildings may 


be covered at the expence, however, i in ſome degree, 
of that neatneſs and elegance of appearance, with 
which the modern correct taſte would not t willingly 


ae 17 


Tux! ingenious Dawes ſuggeſts an improve- 
ment extremely intereſting, but which we can 


E 


* 


8 Mar not this age of Chemical, 8 mays 
« he, diſcover ſome method of injecting or ſoaking. 
timber with lime water, and afterwards with vi- 
e triolic acid, and thus fill its pores with alabaſter ? 
* or of penetrating it with ſiliceous matter ?” * 


Ir our very ingenious countryman, Count RUM- 
r0RD, ſhould apply his eminent philoſophical tal- 
ents to this ſubject, we ſhould dare. to hope that 
this grand deſideratum of rendering wood incom- 
buſlible, by ſome cxconomical proceſs, 880 be 


W [12] e ONTO 


3 Botanic Garden, Part I, 


wwe we ingulge che Da Auch 
ee we ſhould be careful not to neglet f 
| boy beſt uſe of thoſe which: have become familiar to 

s. Men. have long poſſeſſed the art of converting 
a hon of earth, of which there is great abundance, 
into a material for building, at once durable, ele- 
gant and incombuſtible. Severe experience has at 
length taught the inhabitants of this metropolis the 
propriety of conſtrukting their buildings with ſuch 
materials, and the importance of carrying into 
15 execution a the nen law which compels 2 it. 


8s © he | 


| Tax various means of preſervation, of which we 
are poſſeſſed againſt the havoc of devouring fire 
ſhould animate our exertions to further improve 
ments. But we can ſcarcely indulge a hope that 
all our exertions, and all our improvements, will 
prevent its occaſional appearance: as a terrific enemy, 
to ** waſte our comforts. and diſturb our repoſe. 


Ac ain ſhall we ſee as we have often ſeen, * 


« 'From Bae to dome the flames W climb, 
* « Sweep the long ſtreet, inveſt the tower ſublime'; 
| « Gild the tall vanes amid the aſtoniſhed night, 
And reddening Heaven return the ſanguiae light; 
« While with vaſt ſtrides and briſtling hair aloof, 
= Pale danger glides along the falling roof.” 


_'TarxNn is heard the voice of diireſs'; ; or ina 
is more affecting, then appears the eloquent aſpect 
| of lent ſorrow. . That voice, that aſpett cannot 
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to ring them to2your:recolleRion.. They are no 


KQtitious! woes. | The'midnight ebnflagration that 


Jate:alarmed your ſlumberꝭ anch illumined all your 
dwellings; is but juſt extinguiſhed. The aſhes: of 
many comfortable abodes are not yet cold: ſtillho- 


ver che afflied inhabitants among their ruins. 5 


* 118 1 
ws £4 ww Ef Ae 27 


00 wt. not EXPEL | me to detain you v with an 


LL £34 WY + £ 


by *u, 4 15 * 
«ils , 


| e forrows like theſe demand youre com- 


ao * ”o 1 4 
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miſeration; and that whilſt enjoying, the ſunſhine 


of _— how) be mindful of its mutability. — 


But the duties of humanity tho' ſeldom controver- 


18,2 Are Frequently neglectel. wh Pride; or prudery * 
aN or love f caſe,” cauſe” many of the 


miſerles: of others to pals utiregarded, kndilference, 


the love It pleaſure, intruding cares, and a thouſand 
light eXtiifes, which an unperceived ſelfihneſs rea- 
ay frames, ſulfer them to remain unrelieved.— 
Hence axiſes the utility of af ſtated. appointments like 
tae preſent, which ſhall be devoted to the remem- 


brance and the reliek, of the ſons and 3 of 
afliction. | HOI $6.2 0 ” 


_ preſence; my reſpected 1 on this 
occaſion, is an evidence, that you have a feeling for 
the miſerable. And I need not aſſure you that thoſe 
who are appointed to the government of this aſſo- 
ciation, will be diſcreet and . ſtewards of your 
bounty. p 
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by 5 


5 


— 


* % WAYS sn . d 

„Tur 3 when] by voalk e fair bee J 
__ peculizr graces; exhibits it in fenivle form. 
chis there is no fiction: and ifher lovely Re 
were now to be drawn, how many iair.conpetitors 
do we behold from, e * ee ee be * 
lineated. EV | 
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Tus partial attention of the Fair to his {final 
charity, i is a juſt return kor che happy and dignified 
gonditionofthe ſex, in this favored region of Correct 
morality and chaſte affeftions. In an age liBeral as 
the preſcht, chere are none to extinguiſh or to check 
che generous ſentiments which you delight to cul- 
tivate. The perfume of your” good deeds: aſcends 
applauded, and there is no indignant murmurer, to 


chill your benevolent emotions, ae 7 12 
Was kchis waſte.” r an Pb „l. "MIT 


Ir is not alone "ER the relief POP to the un- 
fortunate that inſtitutions like theſe are recommen- 
ded to our patronage and regard. The affections, 
which they cheriſh, and the principles which they 
inculcate, have a tendency to purity and to elevate 
the public mind; to excite. and to maintain an un- 
ſhaken love of country, and to unite us in the bonds 

45 bk mutual c 


Our inſtitutions, cant] ſacred, and ſocial; let us, 
thera, perſeveringly cheriſh, and under the ani: 
mating auſpices of the illuſtrious elective head of 


* 


b ous nation, who © intermits no watch againſt the 
18 wekeſul for,” intrepidly defend. If, in their ſtead, the 

Is modern conſtitutions and doctrines which are impo- 

| ; | | | ſed upon other republics, ſhould be here propoled, 

6 I would ſay to you in the language of DzmMonax 

1 to the Athenians, Such conſtitutions and doc- 

"MW | ** trines you will never decree, till you have firſt 
bt * overthrown the ALTAR or Mexcy. [14] DP 

1 Bur we will not indulge a gloomy preſage of 
0 ee The en ee which 

q i haye deſcended from our fathers, will never be 

4 5 overthrown or deſerted. Tbe civic and ſocial cel- 

1 ebrations of the opening year, ſhall here annually 

} 1 return, with the vernal foliage that adorns our groves. 

64 . FxoM the purity and excellence of our political 
: 1 eiabliſhments, the correct and determined minds 

| | | which they are calculated to nurture, we will hope 


for their perpetuity. 

* Aﬀ hoary time what nation is moſt bleſt, 
For ſage experience ſhall this truth atteſt, 
Where freedom ſleeps ſecure from lawleſs wrath, 535 
; m « And commerce ſheltered, flows through public faith, : 
37 Where private intereſt yields to general —A 
22892 5 And factious rage, ſubmits to public seal; 155 

95 59 here Juſtice reigus—Immortal were that ſtate, .. 
13 (henry K rd here, were siv n by een 
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« Refle&ionson the Sources of Incredulity,” by the Hon! Duncan Forbes, 
date Lord Preſident of the Court of Seſũon, in Scotland, vid. his works val, 2. 


{2] < Mayores noſtri Capua magiſtratus, ſcnatum, confilium commune, om- 
* nia denique inſignia reipublieæ e neque aliud quid quam, niſi 4a- 


12 
ant nomen Capuæ reliqueruit : non erudelitate (quid enim illis fuit cle- 
*'mentius) ſed conſilio : quod vide bant, fi quod reipublice veſtigium illis, 
* manibus contineretur, urbem ipſam imperio domicilium przbere poſſe“ 

Dee der 
[3] super LX. millia non armis teliſque Romanis, ſed. quod magai- 
ſciemius eſt, oblectationi oculiſque ceeiderunt. Maneat queſo. qui et que 


S: 1 PT f I .-Þ - a6 IBS es hes J 


gentibus ſi non amor noſtrĩ, at certe odium ſai.” 
> HR Tope marihus &c/Germs, - 
# The French Tranſlator referred to in the Addreſs, is M. Dotteville, why 
publiſſied in 778.— e ee e n 


(4] * ma paru que l'evenement le plus deſirable pour Vinteret des deux 
„ couronnes ſeroit que Vangleterre ſurmontit la re er de ſes colonies, 
< et. les forcat a ſe ſoumektre à ſon joug & i ttt: ot 

Extrait dba. memoire de M. Turgot. Politique de tous les —_— Kee 

W i e ile ee rn 8 26 ck Vol. 27394. 

The ſpirited author of the « Purſuits of Literature, expreſſes a becoming 
indignation at the calringſi and compoſure with which the modern philoſophers 
of the French ſyſtem conduct their experiments upom man and whole commu- 
* of men. Their ſubject is the /ving mans. Before them he is deliv« 
«ered, bound hand and foot. On him their experiments are to he: tried ; 
* and when his whole compoſition, moral and political, is either racked, or 
disjointed, or the minuter parts of it laia bare to the eye, and the very 

et circulation of the fluids, as it were, ſnewn in the agonizing ſub ject ; thie 
+ they ſevagely call, ſtudying and improving human nature by the ner 
a light.” 5 s 5 5 & 25 1 12 | fo 8 | 5 Purſuits of i « 222. 

Ls] The letter referred to was: written in March 1578, and is annexed to 

Dr. Price's *© Obſervations on the importance of the American Revolution.” 


The Memoir was in April 1776. ERIE TOTS IT 07 ' 
[6] Vid. © Outlines of an Hiſtorical view of the Human Mind,” a poſtuu- 
mous work of the late M. Condorcet. Some of the ſentiments: referred to in 
the Addreſs, are from Godwin. An able refatation of the extravagant ſpe- 
culatiogs of thoſe gentlemen, has lately appeared in an anonymous pubhca- 
tion, entitled“ An Eſſay on the Principles of Population, as'it eſfects the 
4 future improvement of Society. Mr. Gedwin's huge, miſhapen monſter 
< of philoſophy, (ay the Reviewers of the Eſſay on Population) had been 
« deeply peirced by the Pigmy Lilliputian lance of two ſeperate pamphle- 
teers; the giant is now completely ſlain.” EIS. coins Lg 
[7.] Vid American Biography, vol. a, by the late Rev. Jux BIKxA, D. D. 
Lives of Carver and Winſlow. __ oo oor has ellne 46-1 
{8] The Greek word ariparoc when traced to its etymology, has the 
meaning ſuggeſted in the text. The two words from which it is derived 
are thus tranſlated, * He contemplates having ſeen.” Vid. An Eſſay On the 
« Proſodies of the Greek and Latin languages, written by Biſhop Horſley. 


[9 10] The Water Bomb was firſt ſuggeſted by one Greyl, and was improved 
by Mr. Godfrey, 8 ö f 
Mr. Hartley's method of ſecuring houſes from fire, was by covering the 
ceiling with iron plates. Lord Mahon's plan was to lay a bed of coarſe mor- 
tar between the cieling and floor above it. 5 | 
It it unfortunate, that in the conſtruction of our houſes, ſome of the moſt ex- 

poſed parts are compoſed of wood, which is very inflammable. It is worthy of 

enquiry,whether boards of Poplar might not, in many inſtances, be ſubſtituted 
to advantage, for thoſe of Cedar or white Pine. We are informed by an ac 
curate obſerver that the Poplar of every ſpecies makes good boards, which 
have one peculiar good quality for flooring: they can with difficulty be 
made to burn, and will uever blaze out like thoſe of other wood.” 

Aur foall on Planting, 2, 273. 
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j This Property will give an additional value to that ſavorite tree, the Lem- 
| bardy People 


z in this view, it id peculiarly. entitled to the appellation it 
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new:periodicab work. entitled *:Nord Litter re, by prefefior Olivarius, of 
Kiel, in Holſtein. Three numbers of this werk have been tranſmitted'to 
the Maſfachuſetts Hiftorical Socicty, by their valuable and attemive corteſ- 
pondent Profeſſor Ebeling, of Hamburg. lt gives an intereſting view of the 
ſtate of Literature and the Arts in the North of Europe: But what thou}d 
induee Profeſſor 0lvariue, to flatter the ambitions conceits of the Great Nu- 
tion. — adopting their jr ? The third number of Nerd Litttraire— 
ich is now before me, bears on its title page the date of 12 Nit oc an WY 
We ſhould: not expect this badge of ſervittty on the remote ſhores” of the 
Dale [evo ny F emen ene 1 „1 ! 
{12] Europe has admired and rewarded, and America may pride herſelf 
in this diſtinguiſhed character, His experimental a contain a inolt valun- 
ble treaſure ot uſeful information, and it is intereſting to obſerve with what 
grace and dignity he appears amid the humble ſcenes on which he de- 
lights to dwell. We may apply to his eſſays A paſſage, which the in- 
genious Harri: quotes from A 2p"; and with which he cloſes the introduc- 
tion to his Hermes, © When the fame of Hertelitus, was celebrated through 
Greece, there were certain perſons, who bad a curioſity to ſee ſo great a man. 
They came, and, as it happened, found him warming himſelf in a Kitchen, 
The meanneſs of the phace vecafioned them to ſtop: upon which the Philoſ- 
opher thus accoſted them ENTER BOLDLY, FOR HERE IOO THERE 


5 


ARE 'GODS2 e 
(13) Alluding toa late ſevere Fire, in New bury- Street, Boſton, in the night of 
the th of May laſt; in which eleven houſes were conſumed, together with 
x number of out buildings Goh Gig > as 
(4) I am indebted for this alluſion fo the learned author of the“ Pur. 
fuits of Literature, who from the armoury of antient learning has aimed 
many brilliant, and, we would hope, effective ſhafts againſt the falſe theories 
and dangerous doctrines of the age. GT ORE nt Bas „FVV 
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Ys THE preſent Funds of the Society, conſiſt of ; 185 
"7 Uaon Bank rock, : . 21 Dlls.i ans: 
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« | „ %% Bop 3 13-54 1400 
TRY 19 Maſſachuſetts State Note, 7 : Ne) 87 217 51083585: + 

0 "MN 0 
981 33 - 


The "Truſtees hate voted ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS to perſons whe 
f@Tcred at the Fire in NewburyeStreet. | | ESL 
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